6/.s66fP 


\ 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

PROVISIONAL  COMMITTEE 

OF  THE 

GU  ARDIAN  SOCIETY, 

FOR  THE  PRESERVATION  OF 

PUBLIC  MORALS, 

BY  PROVIDING  TEMPORARY 

for  Sprostttuteg, 

Removed  by  the  operation  of  the  taws  from  the  Public  Street&% 


AFFORDING  TO  SUCH  OF  THEM  AS  ARE  DESTITUTE 
Employment  and  Relief, 

SUBMITTED  TO  A  GENERAL  MEETING 


HELD  AT  THE 

CITY  OF  LONDON  TAVERN f 

On  WEDNESDAY,  13th  DECEMBER,  1815. 

Eott&on : 

Printed  and  Sold  by  Jambs  Low,  21,  Gracechurch  Street;  sold  also  by  Hatcharti, 
Piccadilly ;  Sbele*,  Fleet  Street;  and  Williams  Sc  Son, 

Stationers'  Court. 

9 

1816. 

[PRICE  one  shilling.] 


•/7-,  '  "  • 


» 


3Mnt  IDatrons, 

THEIR  ROYAL  HIGHNESSES  THE  DUKES  OF  KENT 

AND  SUSSEX. 


JJnstBent. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  LORD  MAYOR. 

^  f  •»  %•  -  r  < 


'Utct=lPwgtfl£nt$. 


THOMAS  BELL,  ESQ. 

JOHN  THOMAS  THORP,  ESQ. 


I  SHERIFFS. 


RIGHT  REV.  THE  LORD  BISHOP  OF  NORWICH 

RIGHT  HON.  LORD  CALTHORP 

RIGHT  HON.  EARL  CRAWFORD  &  LINDSAY 

RIGHT  HON.  LORD  EARDLEY 

SIR  THOMAS  BARING,  BART.  M.  P. 

SIR  JOHN  COPE  SHERBROKE,  K.  B. 

HON.  CHARLES  NOEL  NOEL 
JOSEPH  BUTTERWORTH,  ESQ.  M.  P. 

THOMAS  READ  KEMP,  ESQ.  M.  P. 

SAMUEL  THORNTON,  ESQ.  M.  P. 

WILLIAM  W1LBERFORCE,  ESQ.  M.  P. 

GEORGE  GREEN,  ESQ. 


Creasurrr. 

WILLIAM  HENRY  HOARE,  ESQ. 


?35jDStdatt. 

ISAAC  BUXTON,  M.D. 


Ikrataricss  (gratis!.) 

REV.  H.  G.  WATKINS,  M.  A. 

REV.  WILLIAM  BENGO  COLLYER,  D.  D. 
CHARLES  S,  DUDLEY,  ESQ. 


Committee* 


Samuel  Allen 

Jeremiah  Knight 

Chapman  Barber 

James  Little 

Jonathan  Barber 

James  Low 

Joseph  Barker 

John  Low 

James  Blacket 

Rev.  J.  Mann 

Charles  Bevan 

Thomas  Massetfc 

Rev.  R.  Bowden 

Robert  Mather 

Thomas  Boone 

James  Millar 

Joseph  Borsley 

David  Morgan 

H.  C.  Christian 

James  Mustan 

Richard  Clarance 

John  Neale 

Dandeson  Coates 

Thomas  Pewtress 

Francis  Collins 

John  Philippart 

John  Davis 

John  Prosser 

Thomas  Dornford 

John  Pugh 

Joseph  East 

John  Sard 

Samuel  Eveleigh 

Daniel  Sargeant 

Joseph  Fletcher 

Marlow  Sidney 

Thomas  George 

Benjamin  Starey 

Edmund  Gouldsmith 

G.  G.  Stibbs 

Jesse  Gouldsmith 

T.  Sturge,  Jun, 

Thomas  Harper 

Andrew  Taylor 

Thomas  Heaver 

N.  Thompson,  Jun, 

George  Hopps 

Richard  Tucker 

William  Hopwood 

Joseph  Valentine 

Thomas  How 

- . —  Walker 

William  F  Anson 

Samuel  West 

William  Jenney 

Jonathan  White 

Henry  Jeremy 

Thomas  Wontner 
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By  the  following  Bankers 
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THE  following  Resolutions  were  passed  at  the  First 
General  Meeting  of  the  Guardian  Society,  held  at 
the  City  of  London  Tavern,  on  Wednesday,  the 
13th  of  December,  1815. — The  Right  Honourable 
the  Lord  Mayor  in  the  Chair. 


1.  Resolved  unanimously. 

That  the  Report ,  together  with  the  Rules ,  noiv  read , 
he  received  and  adopted ,  and  that  it  he  printed  and  circulated 
under  the  direction  of  the  Committee ;  and  that  a  Society  he 
?ioiv  formed  with  the  designation ,  and  on  the  plan  therein 
proposed . 

2.  Resolved  unanimously, 

That  the  warmest  thanks  of  this  meeting  he  present¬ 
ed  to  their  Royal  Highnesses  the  Dukes  o/Kent  and  Sussex, 
for  their  prompt  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Provisi¬ 
onal  Committee,  in  accepting  of  the  office  of  Joint  Patrons. 

3.  Resolved  unanimously, 

That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  he  presented  to  the 
Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Moyor ,  Aldermen ,  and  Common 
Council  of  the  City  of  London,  and  particularly  to  the  Coin- 

' y'  *v 

mittee  appointed  by  that  honourable  Court  to  consider  the 
petition  of  2000  householders  of  this  city,  praying  the  remo¬ 
val  of  that  disgraceful  evil  which  it  is  the  object  of  this  Soci¬ 
ety  to  diminish,  for  their  strenuous  and  persevering  exertions 
to  carry  this  important  object  into  effect . 


VI 


4e  Resolved  unanimously. 

That  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  be  re« 
quested  to  accept  of  the  office  of  President  of  this  Society . 

5,  Resolved  unanimously. 

That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  present - 
ed  to  William  Henry  Ho  are,  Esq .  Treasurer  ;  and  the  Re  v. 
II.  G .  fV atkins ,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Colly er,  and  C.  S.  Dudley , 
Secretaries ,  ybr  Meir  gratuitous  services ;  and  that 
they  he  respectively  requested  to  continue  the  same . 

C.  Resolved  unanimously, 

That,  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  he  presented 
to  the  Gentlemen  composing  the  Provisional  Committee ,  for 
their  steady  and  persevering  exertions  to  promote  the  important 
and  highly  interesting  objects  of  this  Institution ;  and  that  the 
following  Gentlemen *  constitute  the  Committee  for  the  ensu - 
ing  year ,  with  power  to  increase  their  number  to  forty-eight, 
and  to  fill  up  all  vacancies . 

* 

7.  Resolved  unanimously. 

That  this  meeting  gratefully  acknowledges  the  va¬ 
luable  services  of  those  Ladies  who  have  hitherto  conducted  the 
internal  affairs  of  the  temporary  Asylum ,  and  most  earnestly 
requests  a  continuance  and  extension  of  that  core  and  over¬ 
sight ,  which  it  is  the  peculiar  province  of  the  Female  sex  to 
exercise  ;  and  which  materially  tends  to  the  promotion  of  the 
important  object  in  view. 

8-  Resolved  unanimously. 

That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  presented 
to  Messrs.  Peacock ,  Terry,  <5jr  Co.  for  their  liberal  gratui¬ 
tous  grant  of  these  spacious  Rooms,  for  the  purpose  of  this 
meeting. 


*  See  Page  4e 
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9.  Resolved  unanimously. 

That  the  cordial  and  respectful  thanks  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  he  presented  to  Mr.  Sheriff  Bell,  for  the  very  obliging 
readiness  with  which  he  accepted  the  Chair,  and  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  he  conducted  the  former  part  of  the  business 
of  the  meeting. 

10,  Resolved  unanimously, 

That  the  cordial  and  respectful  thanks  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  he  presented  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor, 
for  his  kindness  in  presiding  upon  this  occasion,  and  for 
his  able,  judicious,  and  impartial  conduct  in  the  Chair . 

The  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  having  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  vote  of  Thanks,  the  Meeting  was  adjourned  to  the 
month  of  May,  1816, 


The  Meeting  was  very  numerously  and  respectably  attended 
by  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  who  subscribed  to  the  amount  of 
about  £200, 
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RULES. 


I.  That  all  persons  subscribing  One  Guinea  or  upwards  per 
Annum,  shall  be  Members  of  this  Society. 

II.  That  all  persons  subscribing  Ten  Guineas  in  one  year, 
and  all  Executors  paying  bequests  of  £50,  shall  be  life  Mem» 
hers  of  the  Society. 

III.  That  the  affairs  of  this  Society,  shall  be  conducted  by 
a  Patron,  President,  Vice  Presidents,  Treasurer,  three  Se¬ 
cretaries,  and  a  Committee  consisting  of  forty-eight  other 
Members,  and  that  five  Members,  exclusive  of  the  Officers, 
shall  be  a  quorum. 

IV.  That  every  Clergyman  or  Dissenting  Minister  who  is 
a  Member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled  to  attend  and  vote 
at  the  Meetings  of  this  Committee. 

« 

V.  That  the  Committee  shall  meet  once  every  month,  or 
•ftener,  on  some  day  to  be  fixed  by  themselves. 
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VI.  That  the  Committee  be  divided  into  the  following; 
Eight  District  Committees  i  viz. 


1.  City  of  London. 

2.  Southwark. 

3.  East  London. 

4.  Westminster. 


5.  North  West  London. 

6.  North  East  London. 

7.  Bloomsbury  &  South  Pancrass. 

8.  North  London  and  Islington. 


VII.  That  each  District  Committee  have  the  power  of  in¬ 
creasing  their  number  to  twenty-four,  if  necessary,  but  that 
the  right  of  voting  in  the  General  Committee,  be  confined  to 
the  six  Members  originally  attached  to  the  District. 


VIII.  That  an  Asylum  be  opened  in  each  district,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Committee,  according  as  the  sums  shall  be 
found  adequate,  as  a  temporary  refuge  for  those  abandoned 
Females  who  may  be  removed  from  the  Public  Streets,  wherein 
they  shall  be  furnished  with  suitable  employment  until  they 
are  restored  to  their  friends,  or  otherwise  provided  for. 

IX.  That  each  District  Committee  shall  have  its  own  Se¬ 
cretary,  and  shall  present  a  written  Report  Monthly  to  the 
General  Committee,  which  Report  shall  specify ; 

1.  The  number  of  Females  admitted  into  the  Asylum  of 

the  District,  and  under  what  circumstances. 

2.  The  number  of  Females  removed ,  and  under  what 

circumstances. 

3.  The  amount  of  Expences  during  the  Month. 

4.  The  amount  earned  by  the  Females, 

5.  The  Names  and  addresses  of  all  new  Subscribers. 

With  any  other  interesting  information. 

X.  That  a  Committee  of  Ladies  shall  be  formed  in  each 
District,  to  superintend  and  conduct  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Asylum  in  such  district,  who  shall  present  a  Monthly  Report 
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in  writing  to  the  District  Committee,  previous  to  the  regular 
Monthly  Meetings  of  the  General  Committee. 

XI.  That  no  object  of  this  Society’s  care  shall  be  admitted, 
or  removed,  without  the  consent  of  the  District  Committee. 

t 

XII.  That  all  Bills  be  examined  and  audited  by  each  res¬ 
pective  District  Committee,  and  signed  by  three  pf  its  Mem¬ 
bers,  before  they  are  submitted  to  the  General  Committee. 

XIII.  That  a  General  Meeting  of  the  Subscribers  be  held 
in  the  Month  of  May,  annually,  when  the  accounts  shall  be 
presented,  the  proceedings  of  the  past  year  stated,  a  Commit¬ 
tee  and  Officers  appointed,  and  a  Report  agreed  upon  to  be 
printed,  under  the  direction  of  the  Committee,  and  circulated 
among  the  Members. 

XIV.  That  in  the  formation  of  a  new  Committee,  the 
Treasurer,  Secretaries,  and  such  three-fourths  of  the  Mem¬ 
bers,  as  have  most  frequently  attended  the  Committee,  shall 
be  re-eligible  for  the  ensuing  year. 


B  2 


a&ejwrt. 


In  presenting8  to  this  respectable  meeting  the  plan  of 
an  Institution,  the  object  of  which  is  to  check  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  Female  depravity,  and  thereby  to  diminish  the 
sum  of  human  misery,  the  Provisional  Committee  anti¬ 
cipate  a  cordial  acceptance  of  their  services.  They  are 
also  not  without  hope  of  partaking'  liberally  of  that 
cheerful  support  from  the  public,  which  in  this  bene¬ 
volent  country,  is  now  never  denied  to  Institutions, 
that  tend  to  the  public  good. 

The  extensive  and  multiform  evils  which  result  from 
the  deplorable  profligacy  that  abounds  in  this  metropo¬ 
lis  must  be  known,  felt,  and  lamented  by  every  Chris¬ 
tian  philanthropist !  Ought  we  then  to  remain  satisfied 
and  inactive,  while  vice  and  wretchedness  are  pursuing 
their  courses  with  rapid  and  destructive  strides? — while 
the  quantum  of  female  depravity  is  every  day  increasing, 
and  the  progress  of  crime  is  thereby  accelerating  in  a 
thousand  directions,  are  we  not  to  interpose  some  friend¬ 
ly  endeavours,  on  the  grounds  of  true  policy,  and  pure 
Christianity,  to  stem  the  destructive  torrent,  and  to  res- 
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cue  as  many  as  we  can  of  our  fellow  creatures,  of  both 
sexes,  from  the  fangs  of  the  destroyer  ? 

In  order  to  effect  objects  so  desirable — to  counteract, 
or  to  neutralize  evils,  which,  it  is  sad  to  say,  but  too  rea¬ 
dily  rise  out  of  the  state  of  society  in  large  cities,  and 
which  do  not  exist  in  places,  where  social  comforts  flow 
from  more  natural  sources — a  considerable  patronage 
and  fund,  it  was  obvious,  would  be  required.  It  was 
not,  however,  deemed  advisable,  very  anxiously  to  so¬ 
licit  either,  so  long  as  the  scheme  remained  problema¬ 
tical.  A  provisional  Committee  was  therefore  appointed, 
in  order,  by  actual  experiment ,  to  ascertain  the  practi¬ 
cability  and  good  effects  of  the  project.  The  Committee, 
however,  now,  after  having  gained  a  considerable  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  various  sources  of  the  evil  to  be  diminished, 
and  experienced  much  success  in  their  endeavous  to 
reform  the  victims  of  it — hail  the  present  opportunity  of 
laying  the  results  of  their  endeavours  before  this  nume¬ 
rous  meeting. 

The  Committee  have  for  three  years  past  been  con¬ 
stantly  directing  their  attention  to  two  important  objects: 
viz.  first,  to  discover  the  best  means  of  dimin  ishing  the 
number  of  Infamous  Women,  who  frequent  the  public 
streets  of  the  metropolis;  that  if  the  evil  cannot  be 
wholly  removed,  it  may  not,  at  least,  be  found  in  every 
public  walk,  seducing  the  unwary  from  the  paths  of  vir¬ 
tue,  who  would  not  otherwise  think  of  seeking'  for  temp¬ 
tations  in  the  seclusions  of  vice  :  and  secondly,  to  afford 
with  promptitude,  refuge  and  relief  to  such  females,  as 
were  entirely  destitute,  and  appeared  only  to  need  a 
temporary  asylum  to  promote  their  reformation. 


10 


In  pursuing  the  first  part  of  their  plan,  they  were 
anxious  to  ascertain,  whether  adequate  means  might 
not  be  employed  to  prevent  the  indecent  and  obstrepe¬ 
rous  conduct,  so  often  exhibited  in  the  public  streets  by 
the  abandoned  characters  alluded  to.  Their  first  attempt 
to  affect  this  most  desirable  end,  was  to  print,  and 
widely  to  circulate,  a  very  considerable  number  of  co¬ 
pies  of  an  impressive  address  to  the  public,  on  the  se¬ 
rious  and  important  subject.  By  this  address,  they 
soon  became  associated  with  many  respectable  citizens, 
in  presenting  a  petition  to  the  Lord  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Court  of  Common  Council,  in  Common  Council 
assembled,  signed  by  upw  ards  of  two  thousand  of  the 
most  respectable  householders,  including  many  of  the 
principle  merchants  and  bankers.  The  subject  of  this 
petition,  the  expence  of  which  was  borne  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee,  was  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Corporation  to¬ 
ward  the  extensive  and  increasing  evil.  The  Committee 
need  scarcely  say,  that  the  memorial  was  respectfully 
received,  and  duly  taken  into  their  consideration.  The 
result  was,  that  a  special  Committee,  consisting  of  the 
Aldermen,  and  a  Common  Councilman  of  each  Ward 
was  appointed,  to  whom  the  petition  was  referred.  A 
suitable  report  of  their  proceedings  has  since  been  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Court;  and  after  an  interesting  discussion, 
the  following  resolutions  were  passed. 


“  That  this  Court,  being  deeply  interested  in  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  public  morals,  and  in  the  welfare  of  the 
youth  of  this  City,  is  much  impressed  with  the  Report 
of  the  Committee,  appointed  to  consider  the  Petition 
of  upwards  of  Two  Thousand  Inhabitant  Householders* 
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complaining  of  the  great  number  of  Prostitutes  which 
frequent  the  public  streets:  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  evil  referred  to  in  the  said  Petition  exists  in  a  de¬ 
gree,  and  to  an  extent  so  great,  as  loudly  to  call  upon 
this  Court  to  use  the  utmost  possible  means  to  remove 
it,  and  to  prevent  its  pernicious  influence,” 

i(  That,  agreeably  to  the  Report  of  the  said  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  Court  doth  most  respectfully  and  earnestly 
solicit  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Mayor  to  issue  a 
Proclamation,  warning  all  persons  offending  in  the  par¬ 
ticulars  specified  in  the  said  Petition,  and  expressing 
his  determination  strictly  to  enforce  the  laws  against 
such  persons.” 

fsi  That  this  Court  doth  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
Court  of  Aldermen  to  co-operate  with  the  Chief  Magis¬ 
trate  in  effecting  the  object  sought  by  the  Petitioners; 
and  as  the  Marshals,  Marshal  men,  and  Constables,  are 
more  immediately  under  the  authority  of  that  Court, 
that  those  officers  be  called  upon  to  exert  themselves  in 
their  several  offices  to  promote  this  end.” 

44  That  this  Court  do  also  recommend  to  the  Aldermen, 
Deputies,  and  Common  Council  of  the  several  Wards 
of  the  City,  that  they  be  particular  in  the  selection  of 
patroles,  watchmen,  and  night-officers,  (upon  whose 
conduct  so  much  depends);  and  that  they  present  only 
such  persons  to  be  licenced  as  victuallers  as  they  have 
reason  to  believe  are  of  sober  life  and  conversation,  the 
Court  apprehending  that  this  evil  has  much  increased 
by  tbe  number  of  low  and  disreputable  public-house* 
and  liquor-shops  permitted  in  the  City.” 
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“  That  this  Court  indulge,  the  reasonable  expeeta- 
tion,  that,  should  females  of  the  class  alluded  to  in  the 
Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  City  be  committed  in 
greater  numbers  than  usual  by  the  Magistrates,  the 
Governors  of  the  Royal  Hospital  of  Bridewell  will  feel 
it  their  indispensable  duty,  not  merely  t©  receive  those 
women  into  their  charge,  but  to  make  such  arrange¬ 
ments  within  their  institution  as  shall  second  the  efforts 
and  design  of  the  Magistracy :  that  the  persons  so  com¬ 
mitted  may  be  employed  in  useful  occupations,  preser¬ 
ved  from  vicious  company,  and,  if  possible,  reformed 
and  made  good  members  of  society;  so  that  the  number 
of  the  persons  whose  conduct  i$  so  justly  complained  of 
may  be  diminished,  and  such  characters  be  removed 
altogether  from  the  public  streets.” 


Immediately  subsequent  to  these  Resolutions,  the 
Lord  Mayor  issued  a  Proclamation,  warning  these  de¬ 
based  and  mischievous  characters  against  appearing  in 
the  public  streets  of  the  City,  and  requiring  all  peace 
officers  to  aid  and  assist,  in  enforcing  the  laws  against 
their  indecent  and  obtrusive  practices. 

In  consequence  of  these  Proceedings  of  the  Corpora¬ 
tion,  the  Inquests  of  several  Wards  of  the  City,  have 
greatly  exerted  themselves,  by  presenting  such  disor¬ 
derly  houses  as  were  known  to  exist  in  their  respective 
Wards  and  Precincts.  Seventeen  prosecutions  against 
thirty-four  individuals,  for  keeping  and  abetting  these 
infamous  houses,  have  recently  been  instituted  at  the 
expence  of  the  City.  Fourteen  of  these  have  already 
been  proceeded  on  to  conviction,  and  the  delinquents 
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are  now  suffering*  the  several  degrees  of  fine  and  im¬ 
prisonment  which  their  crimes  against  public  order, 
and  private  happiness,  so  justly  merited.  Only  one  of 
the  prosecutions  has  failed  of  conviction ;  and  the  re¬ 
maining  two  await  their  trial.  Much,  likewise,  has  al¬ 
ready  been  actually  accomplished  by  the  exertions  of 
the  City  Officers  toward  the  removal  of  profligate  wo¬ 
men  from  the  streets,  a  nuisance  so  baneful  to  the 
morals  and  happiness  of  servants,  and  other  young  per¬ 
sons  of  both  sexes.  To  such  of  them,  as  have  been 
active  in  this  meritorious  work,  the  thanks  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  are  certainly  due.  Effectual  means  are  still  in  ope¬ 
ration  to  remove  a  notorious  disgrace  to  the  public 
morals  of  the  Country,  in  the  eye  of  Foreigners,  and 
the  occasion  of  great  disgust  to  all  who  frequent  the 
Royal  Exchange,  and  its  vicinity.  It  has  likewise  af¬ 
forded  the  Committee  great  satisfaction,  to  be  informed,, 
that  new  arrangements  have  been  made  by  the  Govern¬ 
ors  of  Bridewell  Hospital,  originally  designed  as  a  place 
of  refuge  and  reform  for  idle  and  disorderly  persons,  to 
receive  with  more  good  effect,  vicious  and  wretched 
females,  sent  thither  from  time  to  time,  by  the  City 
Magistrates. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  expected,  that  a  moral  con¬ 
tagion,  so  insinuating,  and  so  virulent,  and  which  has 
but  for  a  few  years  become  the  subject  of  public  distinct , 
and  serious  consideration,  can  be  hastily  counteracted, 
in  any  tolerable  measure.  Much  information  is  neces¬ 
sary  to  form  an  accurate  and  comprehensive  view  of  the 
latent  sources  of  this  deep  seated  malady.  Time,  and 
caution,  and  prudence,  are  requisite  in  every  proceed¬ 
ing,  that  may  be  adopted,  in  order  to  secure  the  end 
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proposed.  Nevertheless,  though  we  cannot  at  onae, 
wholly  resist  the  torrent,  some  hindrances  should  be 
opposed  to  its  desolating  impetus.  This  Committee 
are  happy  to  inform  the  meeting,  that  the  Committee 
appointed  by  the  Corporation,  in  this  behalf,  through 
whose  exertions,  almost  all  the  above  named  good  has 
already  been  accomplished,  still  continue  their  endea¬ 
vours;  and  we  are  assured,  they  will  have  the  thanks 
of  the  public,  and  the  approbation  of  their  own  bosoms ; 
we  doubt  not,  but  that  their  valuable  labours  will  be 
rewarded  by  providence,  in  the  honest,  and  moral  con¬ 
duct  of  their  own  dependants. 


This  part  of  the  report  cannot  be  concluded,  without 
an  expression — in  the  name  of  the  Committee-— in  the 
name  of  the  2,000  Householders  who  signed  the  petition 
above  alluded  to— -and,  in  the  name  of  every  friend  to 
social,  domestic,  and  individual  happiness,  of  the  most 
unfeigned  gratitude  to  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Corporation,  for  their  continued  attention,  and  unre- 
milted  real,  in  a  cause  so  worthy  of  Citizens,  and  of 
Christians. 


The  Committee  now  proceed  to  detail  some  of  their 
endeavours,  during  the  last  three  years,  in  furtherance 
of  the  second  part  of  their  plan. 


At  an  early  period  of  their  labours,  a  temporary  Asy¬ 
lum,  on  a  small  scale  was  opened  for  the  reception  of 
such  women,  as  should  apply  for  admission;  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  probability  of  their  reformation. 
By  this,  they  were  enabled  also  to  form  an  estimate  of 
the  average  expences  of  such  an  institution  and  the 
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amount  that  might  be  expected  from  the  labour  of  the 
inmates,  towards  their  own  maintenance.  A  Committee  of 
Ladies, as  most  suitable  for  that  department,  was  appointed 
to  superintend  the  internal  affairs  of  the  house.  The  good 
effects,  which  have  attended  this  but  small  endeavour, 
has  far  exceeded  their  most  sanguine  expectations.  In 
this  place  grateful  testimony  must  be  borne  to  the  un¬ 
wearied,  and  persevering  attention  of  the  Ladies*  Com¬ 
mittee.  They  have  instituted  complicated  enquiries, 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  statements  that  have  been  receiv  - 
ed,  taking  as  little  as  possible  upon  trust.  To  a  num¬ 
ber  of  females,  who  could  not  be  received  into  the 
Asylum,  but,  who  appeared  to  demand  commiseration, 
and  an  instant  separation  from  the  paths  of  vice,  they 
have  afforded  pecuniary,  and  other  suitable  assistance. 
They  have  also  procured  work  of  various  sorts  for  the 
employment  of  the  females  in  the  Asylum ;  and  sought 
for  situations  for  those,  who  appeared  to  be  reform¬ 
ed.  They  have  personally  applied  to  the  parents,  or 
other  friends  of  some  of  the  unfortunate  women,  in 
order,  where  it  has  been  possible,  to  effect  a  reconci¬ 
liation.  In  most  cases  of  this  kind,  their  work  has  been 
rewarded  in  the  consciousness  of  the  good  they  have 
done. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  Asylum,  though  the  means 
of  the  Committee  have,  in  every  respect,  been  limited, 
nearly  two  hundred  forlorn  objects  have  been  admitted. 
From  the  investigation  of  these  cases,  the  Ladies’  Com¬ 
mittee  have  derived  a  considerable  quantity  of  impor¬ 
tant,  though  afflicting  information.  A  part  of  it  is 
submitted  to  the  notice  of  this  meeting.  They  feel 
themselves  impelled  by  a  sense  of  duty,  which  they 
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owe  to  the  public,  and  to  individual  females  in  the  low¬ 
er  ranks  of  life,  to  state,  what  they  have  found  to  be  one 
of  the  most  constantly  operating,  yet  least  known,  causes 
of  the  vice,  and  misery,  which  this  meeting  deplores, 
and,  which  it  is  hoped,  with  heart  and  hands  they  will 
endeavour  to  diminish.  They  will  labour  however  to 
discharge  this  somewhat  irksome  duty  with  as  much 
propriety  and  decorousness  of  expression  as  possible. 

Eighteen  of  the  twenty-four  females  now  in  the  Asy¬ 
lum,  appear  not  to  have  gone,  by  their  oivn  will,  to  the 
haunts  of  profligacy ;  but  to  have  been  actually  enticed, 
by  false  and  illusive  representations,  made  by  persons 
of  their  own  sex,  into  houses  of  ill  fame  ;  and  laid  un¬ 
der  personal  restraint,  till  the  base  purposes  for  which 
they  were  decoyed  were  effected.  Nor  has  the  whole 
restraint  been  removed*  until  they  appeared  to  have 
lost  all  hope  of  retrieving  their  ruined  reputation!  Thus 
urged  on  by  a  fatal  desperation,  many,  once  virtuous 
females,  and  who  but  for  the  snares,  that  were  laid  for 
them,  would  have  continued  so,  have  become,  in  their 
turn,  the  tempters  and  seducers  of  others,  of  both  sexes® 
If  is  ascertained,  but  too  clearly,  that  very  large  for« 
tunes  have  been  accumulated  by  some  of  the  keepers 
of  these  infernal  mansions,  and  that,  as  regular  a  sys¬ 
tem  of  iniquity  is  daily  working  to  furnish  them  w  ith 
female  inmates,  in  the  place  of  those,  who  are  daily  re¬ 
moving  by  disease  and  death,  as  formerly  was  the  case 
in  furnishing  the  West  India  Islands,  by  decoying,  and 
enslaving  the  unoffending  natives  of  Africa !  That 
disgrace  to  the  civilized  world,  by  the  blessing  of  God 
upon  the  endeavours  at  first  of  only  cifew  private  indi¬ 
viduals,  has  been  done  away.— May  the  God  of  all 
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grace,  the  Common  Father  of  us  all,  give  in  the  end 
like  effect  to  every  endeavour,  however  small  its  be¬ 
ginning,  to  expose  and  to  destroy  the  horrible  system 
of  decoy,  which  is  in  operation  at  our  very  doors,  and 
upon  the  integrity,  virtue,  and  happiness,  of  our  ser~ 
wants ,  and  other  females  of  the  lower  classes. 

It  is  a  known  fact,  that  the  keepers  of  houses  of  ill- 
fame,  furnish  the  victims,  thus  ensnared,  with  daily 
provision,  and  with  clothes  if  needful,  utmost  enormous 
rates ;  by  which  means,  and  especially  by  the  apparel, 
multitudes  of  these  unhappy  creatures,  in  this  free  city, 
are  held  in  a  constant  state  of  durance.  From  these 
infamous  houses,  as  so  many  slaves  to  the  keepers  of 
them,  they  are  daily  sent  into  the  streets ;  and  in  order 
to  satisfy  their  employer’s  rapacity,  they  think  it  neces¬ 
sary,  under  their  degraded  circumstances,  to  urge  the 
most  impudent  and  indecent  solicitations.  As  a  sti- 
mulous  to  this  conduct,  they  are  often  ordered  on  no 
account  to  return  home,  until  they  can  bring  a  com¬ 
panion  with  them!  Several  women  have  been  admitted 
into  the  Asylum,  whose  appearance  from  these  causes, 
has  become  at  length,  most  unhappy  and  wretched;  but 
whose  subsequent  good  conduct,  and  gratitude  for  their 
rescue,  have  most  amply  rewarded  the  Ladies  who 
were  instrumental  in  promoting  it.  Many  of  these  are  in 
situations  of  comfort,  and  still  conduct  themselves  well* 

However  difficult  it  is ,  fitly  to  write  on  such  subjects, 
the  Committee  think,  that  some  of  the  variegated  ope^» 
rations  of  those  who  may  be  called  “  Women-Stealers,” 
should  be  detailed,  as  a  caution  to  reputable  young 
women  in  humble  life,  and  to  shew,  that  mere  cupidity 
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and  avarice  have  had  the  chief  disgrace,  in  many  in¬ 
stances,  of  first  setting  the  deluded  in  the  way  of  de¬ 
struction.  It  is  a  common  practice  with  these  abandoned 
decoys,  many  of  whom  have  the  appearance  of  respec¬ 
table  women,  to  visit  onr  hospitals,  and  make  from 
time  to  time,  small  presents  to  young  females,  recover¬ 
ing  from  disease,  whether  from  their  vices,  or  from  the 
ordinary  course  of  Providence.  As  soon  as  the  patient® 
become  convalescent,  advantage  is  taken  of  their  neces¬ 
sitous  circumstances.  These  women,  with  apparent  kind¬ 
ness,  invite  them  to  their  dwellings,  and  thus  are  they 
first  caught  in  the  chains  of  sin,  or  induced  to  resume 
a  course  of  conduct,  of  which,  under  their  affliction,, 
they  had  probably  repented.  The  same  class  of  women 
are  in  the  habit  of  taking  ,  as  servants  from  poor  houses* 
objects  that  are  suitable  for  their  purpose.  Several 
females  that  have  been  admitted  into  the  Asylum  came 
from  the  country,  under  the  lure  of  obtaining  higher 
wages  for  their  services  in  London.  These  have  fallen  as 
an  easy  prey,  into  the  snares  which  have  been  laid  for 
them  by  fellow-passengers,  or  by  the  drivers,  or  by  the 
women  alluded  to,  the  instant  they  have  alighted  from 
the  stage  coaches  by  which  they  travelled.  Under  the 
mask  of  friendship  they  have  been  inveigled  away,  as 
if  to  suitable  lodgings,  where  the  total  ruin  of  their 
moral  character,  and  of  all  their  comfortable  and 
honest  prospects  in  life  has  been  speedily  accom¬ 
plished. 


It  is  a  known  fact,  that  w  omen  of  the  most  lady-like 
appearance,  attend  at  the  various  Common  Register 
Offices  for  obtaining  Servants,  and  actually  hire  females 
merely  by  their  personal  figure,  for  no  other  purpose 
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than  to  gain  money  by  their  seduction  from  the  paths 
of  virtue,— to  gain  only  by  their  irreparable  loss ! 

One  of  this  class  actually  became  a  subscriber  to 
u  The  London  Society  for  the  Improvement  and  En¬ 
couragement  of  Female  Servants,”  which  has  instituted 
a  gratuitous  registry  for  servants  in  Hatton  Garden.  A 
respectable  young  woman  was  sent  according  to  her  ap¬ 
pointment,  who  was  greatly  disgusted  w  ith  the  services 
she  was  to  render,  and  which  doubtless  w  ere  to  operate 
to  her  seduction.  She  immediately  informed  the  So¬ 
ciety,  which  instantly  adopted  a  regulation  to  prevent, 
as  muck  as  they  could ,  the  recurrence  of  such  an  evil. 
It  is  but  fair  to  observe,  that  from  the  first  they  con¬ 
templated  this  danger,  and  have  endeavoured  to  w  atch 
with  the  most  lively  jealousy  the  proceedings  at  their 
registry. 

Several  females,  who  have  been  in  the  Asylum,  owe 
their  first  solicitations  to  evil,  and  their  first  disposition 
toward  it,  to  their  being  hired  from  Common  Register 
Offices.  In  one  case,  an  hired  girl,  immediately  on  her 
entering  the  door  of  her  new  place,  was  surrounded  by 
other  females  ;  nor  was  she  suffered  to  go  out  until  she 
became  a  partaker  with  them  in  their  guilt ;  and  then 
gave  herself  up  as  lost !  An  office  of  apparent  respec¬ 
tability,  has  been  known  to  send  servant  girls  wanting 
situations,  to  a  house  of  known  ill-fame  in  this  city. 
Three  young  women  have  been  rescued  from  the  dan¬ 
ger,  only  by  providentially  enquiring  for  the  house,  at 
a  respectable  shop  in  the  neighbourhood,  how  many 
others  may  have  fallen  into  the  same  snare  cannot 
however  be  known !  Cases  have  occurred  to  the  Ladle#* 
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Committee,  where  the  females  that  have  been  entrapped 
in  these  houses  have  so  valued  a  virtuous  character, 
that  they  have  suffered  very  cruel  treatment,  before 
they  would  abandon  it.  A  few,  that  have  come  under 
the  notice  of  the  Committee,  have  been  drawn  from 
respectable  services,  by  both  men  and  women  taking’ 
advantage  of  their  unprotected  circumstances  while 
passing  through  the  streets,  especially  in  the  evenings. 
A  female,  only  fourteen  years  of  age,  was  frequently 
accosted  by  one  of  these  panders  of  vice,  who  affected 
great  regard  to  her  welfare.  At  length,  she  advised 
her  to  leave  her  mistress,  and  engage  in  a  service 
which  she  recommended  to  her,  because  there  was  not 
much  work  to  do,  and  several  other  servants  were  kept. 
The  child  unwittingly  accompanied  her  to  a  house,  where 
she  thought  she  was  hired  as  a  regular  servant.  Ca- 
rotic  medicaments  were  soon  administered  in  a  covert 
wmy ;  and,  under  their  influence  she  speedily  became  the 
prey  of  diabolical  avarice  on  the  one  hand,  and  of  in¬ 
fernal  sensuality  on  the  other.  Almost  instantly  shame 
and  terror  filled  her  mind.  But  knowing  she  had  lost 
her  character— and  fearing  she  might  not  find  forgive¬ 
ness — and  urged  by  flattering*  proposals,  she  consented 
to  stay.  For  two  long  months  her  parents  were  seeking 
her,  with  an  anguish  of  mind,  better  conceived  than 
expressed.  The  providence  of  God  at  length  led  them 
to  her  pestilential  abode.  The  joy  they  felt  at  recovering 
the  daughter  they  had  lost,  overcame  for  a  moment 
the  indignation,  which  was  soon  however  awakened 
against  the  authors  of  their  affliction.  This  victim  of 
seduction  was  promptly  received  into  the  Asylum,  and 
continued  there  for  several  months,  until  a  suitable 
situation  of  service  was  found  for  her.  She  has  con- 
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tinued  in  it  now  a  considerable  time,  and  gives  satis¬ 
faction  to  her  employers.  And  here  the  Committee 
cannot  forbear  to  state  a  horrible  fact,  that  no  less  than 
fve  other  virtuous  females  of  the  same  neighbourhood, 
and  all  under  sixteen  years  of  aye,  are  known  to  have 
been  decoyed  away  in  the  course  of  two  months,  by  the 
same  mercenary  procuress !  Surely  the  protection  of 
the  female  character,  in  the  midst  of  such  latent  dan¬ 
gers,  imperiously  calls  for  the  interference  of  the  legis¬ 
lature,  to  assign  some  adequate  punishment  to  such 
atrocious  criminality ! 

•  i  -  .  *  % 

Although  it  has  been  the  object  of  the  Committee  to 
expose  some  of  the  latent  causes  of  the  mischief  and 
misery  it  deplores,  yet  are  they  also  aware,  that  many 
other  causes  equally  contribute  to  supply  the  torrent 
of  profligacy,  which  deluges  our  streets.  A  few  of 
these,  as  they  are  more  obvious,  need  only  be  men¬ 
tioned.  Much  evil  arises  from  the  total  privation  of  re¬ 
ligious  instruction,  which  many  female  servants  expe¬ 
rience.  By  the  constant  association  of  vicious  with 
virtuous  characters,  in  counting  houses,  and  in  kitchens, 
the  virtue  and  the  fortitude  of  female  servants  are  inces¬ 
santly  assailed,  and  often  overcome.  Many,  also,  have 
suddenly  become  the  victims  of  seduction,  through  a 
dismissal  from  their  services,  at  a  moment  of  irritation. 
Such  have,  of  course,  been  unprovided  with  immediate 
reputable  lodging ;  and  suddenly,  having  a  shelter  to 
seek,  and  wandering  about  for  employment,  become  ex¬ 
posed  to  every  evil  solicitation  from  the  other  sex,  many 
of  whom,  sad  to  say,  are  hourly  seeking  whom  they 
may,  with  impunity,  disgrace  and  ruin  !  From  these, 
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and  other  causes,  great  numbers  commence  a  course, 
highly  mischievous  to  others;  and  which  as  to  them¬ 
selves,  occasions  the  irreparable  loss  of  all  legitimate 
association  with  their  species,  and  mostly  terminates  in 
virulent  disease,  and  premature  death ! 

•  i 

The  Committee  will  not  impose  upon  the  delicacy,  or 
harrass  the  feelings  of  this  meeting,  further  than  by 
reciting  one  other  well  authenticated  case  of  atrocity. 
It  is  only  offered,  as  a  further  proof  of  a  most  im¬ 
portant  fact,  already  largely  adverted  to  in  this  Report, 
and  which  they  wish  should  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the 
public  mischief  in  question  is  not  the  offspring  merely 
and  solely  of  sensuality  in  the  lower  order  of  females  ; 
but  that  the  profligacy  of  both  sexes,  where  it  exists, 
has  its  origin  and  is  maintained  in  a  very  large  propor¬ 
tion  at  least,  from  a  cool  and  deliberate  calculation  of 
the  mercantile  profit  which  may  accrue  from  it. — In 
fact,  that  female  character  is  of  late  years  become  an 
article  of  commerce.  That  the  mere  love  of  money , 
when  operating  on  the  subject  under  our  review,  is  in¬ 
cessantly  planting  and  cultivating  this  evil.  That  it  is  an 
insatiable  vulture,  praying  every  hour  on  the  vitals  of 
our  metropolis— is  the  parent  of  almost  every  crime, 
among  our  sons,  apprentices,  shopmen,  and  clerks, 
and  the  cradle  in  which  these  crimes  are  nursed,  until, 
at  length,  they  arrive  at  maturity,  which  leads  the  per¬ 
petrators  often  to  condign  punishment,  and  their  con¬ 
nections  into  the  deepest  distress  ! 

The  recital  referred  to,  could  scarcely  be  believed, 
if  the  evidence  of  it  were  not  unquestionable.*  A  wo- 


*  The  case  of  this  female  needed  no  interposition  of  the  Society. 
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man  of  creditable  appearance,  marked  for  her  victim,  a 
young1  female  of  pleasing'  manners,  who  served  in  a 
public  shop.  She  began  to  weave  her  toils,  by  dealing 
at  that  shop.  After  several  conversations,  and  pressing 
invitations,  she  succeeded  in  engaging  the  young  woman 
to  take  tea  with  her.  Till  after  this  period,  every  thing 
appeared  pleasant  and  unexceptionable.  A  second 
more  pressing  invitation,  was  shortly  after  given  her, 
with  a  request,  that  she  w  ould  obtain  leave  afso  to  spend 
the  evening.  As  the  woman  who  invited  was  a  regular 
customer,  the  shopwoman  obtained  permission  of  her 
mistress  for  the  purpose.  After  tea  the  hostess  proposed, 
that  they  should  go  to  the  Royalty  Theatre.  To  this,  af¬ 
ter  urging  some  excuses,  she  very  reluctantly  consented. 
She  had,  however,  unknowingly,  drank  what  was  in¬ 
tended  to  have  a  comatose  effect;  and  which  effect  took 
place  while  in  the  theatre.  In  a  senseless  state,  she 
was,  as  was  previously  projected,  conveyed  in  a  coach 
to  this  profligate  woman’s  house,  instead  of  to  the  house 
of  her  mistress.  Before  morning,  when  the  stupor  sub¬ 
sided,  she  discovered  the  snare  into  which  her  inno¬ 
cence  had  fallen.  Horror-struck  with  her  situation,  in 
the  greatest  agitation,  she  sought  to  leave  the  house ; 
but  was  threatened  with  death,  if  she  made  a  noise.  In 
the  morning,  like  fiends  of  the  bottomless  pit,  the  per¬ 
petrators  of  this  wickedness,  endeavoured  to  persuade 
her,  that,  as  her  character  was  now  gone,  it  would  be 
to  her  interest  to  pursue  the  mode  of  subsistance,  they 
would  mark  out  for  her.  The  victim  of  their  rapacity, 
however,  conscious  of  her  own  mental  innocence,  though 
a  prey  to  guilt,  resolutely  resisted  their  entreaties,  and 
at  length  was  suffered  to  depart.  This  is  not  an  imaginary 
story,  but  a  real  fact ;  for  a  prosecution  was  directly 
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instituted  against  the  woman ;  and  these,  and  more 
circumstances  were  given  in  evidence.  The  result  was* 
that  she  was  convicted,  and  sentenced  to  stand  in  the 
pillory — a  very  inadequate  punishment  indeed,  for  an 
accessary  to  a  crime,  which,  could  the  guilt  have  been 
clearly  and  fully  ascertained,  would  have  demanded 
capital  punishment,  by  our  existing  laws.  The  princi¬ 
pal  in  the  guilt,  thus  escaped  with  impunity,  except 
that  God  has  written  so  gross  a  violation  of  a  fellow 
creatures  happiness  in  his  book  of  remembrance !  A 
book,  which  will  unravel  many  mysteries  of  iniquity, 
when  “  every  man  shall  be  judged,  according  as  his 
work  shall  be !” 

Having'  thus  developed,  what  they  deemed  it  their 
duty,  for  a  moment  at  least  to  unveil,  the  Committee 
gladly  return  to  the  general  subject  of  their  Asylum. 

In  the  first  instance,  a  house  was  procured  at  Step¬ 
ney;  but  the  Asylum  is  now  situated  in  Church-Lane, 
W  hitechapel.  The  average  expence  of  supporting  each 
female,  is  rather  under  five  shillings  and  sixpence  per 
week.  The  additional  expence  for  rent,  matrons,  and 
assistants  salary,  and  other  incidentals,  amounting  to 
about  two  shillings  and  ninepence  more  for  each,  has 
been,  in  general,  defrayed  by  the  produce  of  their  in** 
dustry.  One  hundred  and  ninety  one  females  have 
been  admitted  in  the  three  years  since  its  establishment. 
Twenty-four  are  now  in  the  house.*  The  amount  aris¬ 
ing  from  needle  work,  &c.  is  creditable  to  their  present 
habits.  When  any  w  ell  disposed  persons,  are  willing 


*  There  are  now  twenty-eight. 
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to  shew  their  compassion,  and  to  trust  to  the  care  of 
providence,  in  taking-  a  small  risque,  to  do,  probably, 
a  very  great  good,  she,  whose,  conduct  has  been  most 
exemplary,  if  in  other  respects,  suitable,  has  been  se¬ 
lected  to  till  a  situation  so  offering;  and  thus  many 
private  houses,  and  especially  houses  where  only  females 
reside,  and  where  but  one  servant  is  kept,  have  be¬ 
come  Asylums  of  the  otherwise  destitute.  Ninety-five 
objects  have  thus  ceased  to  be  expensive  to  the  society, 
and  have  been  redeemed  from  the  gallies  of  profligacy ; 
and  the  Committee  hope,  instead  of  being-  gangrenous, 
are  at  least  convalescent  members  of  the  social  body. 
They  have  heard  but  of  few  exceptions.  Thirty  of  them 
have  long  continued  to  give  satisfaction  to  their  employ¬ 
ers.  Several  of  these  occasionally  call  upon  the  ladies 
of  the  Committee,  and  express  the  greatest  gratitude 
for  the  invaluable  blessing  they  have  received  through 
the  society’s  means.  Six  females,  who  had  again 
entered  into  service,  are  now  married  to  apparently 
steady  men,  and  are  in  somewhat  comfortable  circum¬ 
stances.  Thirty-two  have  been  restored  to  relations,  who 
have  known  how  blessed  it  is  to  forgive  an  offender,  as 
“God  for  Christ’s  sake  forgives  us.”  Very  recently,  the 
relations  of  a  female,  that  returned  home  from  the  Asy¬ 
lum,  and  whose  amended  conduct  gave  them  great 
satisfaction,  generously  sent  a  donation  of  five  pounds, 
as  a  token  of  gratitude  for  the  advantages  she  had  re¬ 
ceived,  while  under  the  care  of  the  Ladies’  Committee.* 
Though  the  remaining  fifty-seven  females  have,  of  their 
own  accord,  left  the  Asylum,  dissatisfied  with  its  rules 
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*  This  gift  was  communicated  through  the  medium  of  the 

Rev,  Charles  Hyatt. 
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and  discipline;  the  Committee  have  instituted  enquiries 
concerning  as  many  as  have  left  any  clue  to  their  con* 
nections  ;  and  have  been  pleasingly  surprised  to  learn, 
that  several  of  them  had  not  returned  to  their  former 
practices.  Such  have  received  encouragement  from  the 
ladies  to  persevere  in  well  doing.  Several  very  inter¬ 
esting  anecdotes  might  here  be  introduced,  of  young 
females,  who  have  given  unequivocal  proofs  of  refor¬ 
mation,  but  that  it  woidd  render  this  report  too  pro¬ 
tracted. 

The  generous  support  which  the  public  have  given 
to  aid  the  prosecution  of  this  important  moral  experi¬ 
ment  in  both  branches  of  the  Society’s  endeavours— -the 
numbers  who  cheerfully  signed  the  petition— -the  libe¬ 
ral  subscriptions  of  many  merchants  and  bankers.— 
The  necessary  information  on  this  baneful  subject, 
which  the  Committee  have  obtained,— the  specific  good 
they  have  actually  accomplished,  at  a  comparatively 
small  expence  in  the  restoration  of  so  many  victims  of 
depravity — and  the  incalculable  quantum  of  evil,  that 
must  have  been  prevented  by  separating  only  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  ninety-one  sources  of  temptation  from  the 
general  mass  of  profligacy — These  concurrent  circum¬ 
stances  dispose  them  to  make  a  solemn  appeal  to  the 
generosity,  and  even  the  self  interest  of  every  head  of 
a  family— and  to  recommend  to  your  notice  especially, 
the  formation  of  a  society,  upon  an  enlarged  basis  ;  un¬ 
der  whose  auspices,  such  other  Asylums  may  be  formed, 
as  shall  be  found  necessary,  in  the  several  districts, 
into  which  the  metropolis  may  he  divided.  This  plan 
appears  far  preferable  to  that  of  providing  only  one 
large  establishment;  because  each  district  will  be  ex* 
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pected  to  raise  a  sufficient  fund  to  defray  its  own  ex« 
pences.  Each  Asylum,  moreover,  being  under  the 
superintendence  of  its  own  local  Committee,  a  general 
interest  will  be  excited,  and  much  greater  good  will  of 
course  be  effected,  and  the  hands  of  the  magistracy 
will  be  strengthened  by  public  opinion,  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws  against  public  immorality.  The  General 
Committee,  if  composed  of  a  portion  of  each  District 
Committee,  to  which,  monthly  reports  will  be  presented, 
will  concentrate  a  variety  of  information,  and  the  most 
beneficial  results  may  be  produced.  Thus,  also,  a  main 
difficulty,  as  to  depraved  females  not  having  a  place  of 
refuge,  will  be  obviated. 

Having  now  discharged  a  duty,  which  they  felt,  that 
they  owed  to  their  God — to  their  fellow  creatures — - 
and  to  the  domestic  comfort  of  all — they  leave  the 
concern  with  Him,  who  has  the  hearts  of  all  men  in  his 
{lands;  unceasingly  praying,  that  their  endeavours  may 
be  found  in  the  end  to  have  greatly  promoted  the  moral 
safety  of  our  sons — our  daughters,  and  our  servants ; 
by  diminishing  in  some  measure,  at  least,  “  the  pesti¬ 
lence  that  walketh  in  darkness,  and  the  sickness  which 
destroyeth  at  noon  day.” 


FORM  OF  A  BEQUEST  TO  THE  SOCIETY, 


I  give  unto  the  Treasurers ,  or  Treasurer ,  for  the  time  be- 
ing ,  of  ((  The  Guardian  Society ,  /or  the  Preservation  of 
Public  Morals ,  by  providing  Temporary  Asylums  for  Prosti¬ 
tutes  ;  removed  by  the  operation  of  the  Laws  from  the  Public 
Streets,  and  affording  to  such  as  are  destitute  employment 

and  Relief the  sum  of  - - — — — - — —  pounds  sterling 9 

to  be  paid  out  of  such  part  only  of  my  personal  estate ,  as  shall 
not  consist  of  chatties  real,  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  Soci¬ 
ety  ;  and  for  which  the  receipt  of  such  Treasurers  or  Trea • 
surer ,  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge . 


***  Devises  of  lands,  or  money  charged  on  land,  or  to  he 
laid  out  in  land,  are  void ;  but  money  or  stock  may  be  given 

by  will,  if  not  directed  to  be  laid  out  in  land, 
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